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Traditional Archery Australia stands proudly on
the values of heritage, community, and deep
respect for the timeless art of archery. At its core
is a commitment to honouring tradition while
embracing inclusivity, unity, and a strong sense
of belonging among members.
These values are brought to life by the tireless efforts of our members,
who dedicate countless hours to their clubs and communities out of pure
love for the sport. From volunteering and organising events to
maintaining ranges, mentoring newcomers, and nurturing
camaraderie, their passion ensures that archery remains not just a
discipline, but a shared way of [ife. It is thanks to their generosity and
hard work that the vision of Traditional Archery Australia continues
to flourish—connecting people across generations, backgrounds, and
regions.

As we welcome the new committee of 2026, we reaffirm our
commitment to upholding the vision and values of our founding
members while guiding Traditional Archery Australia into the new
year. We, the committee, serve our members and the sport we cherish,
and we extend our heartfelt thanks to our dedicated members and
volunteers, who—alongside our affiliated clubs—offered unwavering
support throughout 2025.




In the 1880s feral pigs reached such numbers in parts of NSW that they were considered pests.

Quoting briefly for the Government "Feral Pigs" info page (with a broad overview) which hopefully, gives
a background to my posting regarding the amazing long-standing Mick Dacre's bowshot record boar.

Domestic pigs were originally brought to Australia at the time if European settlement as a food source,
transported around the country by the 19th century settlers. Initially, pigs escaped.

Today up to 23.5 million estimated are widespread except for the centre of the country. Isolated
populations can also be found on a few offshore islands. The distribution is most common near wetlands
and flood plains. The National Feral Pig Current Distribution in Australia (2024) dataset indicates that
feral pigs are present in approximately 45% of the country.

Having given a rough brief history of feral pigs and acknowledging that the many modern bowhunters
may not measure tusks of boars taken but merely showcase their trophy photographically or via
Facebook...the very fact that after 31 years, Mick Dacre's Boar Record still holds number one on the
trophy ratings list is amazing.

My feature painting is a personal tribute to our mate Mick Dacre and to perpetuate the history of his
outstanding boar record in the sport of Australian Bowhunting.

Sadly, Mick passed away decades ago but his fellowship and contribution of challenge to all who hunt
with bows is a legacy that is still very evident.

Obviously, the successful bowhunter who beats this record will do down in the history of the sport and
raise the bar even higher.

In closing, thousands upon
thousands of feral pigs
have been harvested by
bowhunters in this country
along with many of the
other introduced feral
animals such as deer,
buffs, camels, rabbits,
cats, foxes and so on.
Bowhunting is doing its
part to protect our
environment.

No doubt about it, Mick
Dacre still inspires and
motivates those going
bush with a bow.
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Muster 2020

Nestled in the heart of Far North Qld rainforest, the FNQ Bowmen club recently hosted its highly anticipated
annual muster - and what a weekend it was. With the weather holding beautlfully and spmts hlgh the 2025
muster proved to be a resounding success drawing 31 registered shooters 3
from across the region and beyond.

This year's event held special significance as it proudly incorporated
the Bill Baker Memorial Shield, a heartfelt tribute to a cherished
member of the TAA family. The shield was awarded to Shane Morris
and Zanette Williamson whose skill and spirit truly embodied the
values Bill held dear.

The muster celebrated more than just accurate shooting - it was a week-
end of camaraderie, shared stories, and even a bit of karaoke after dark.
From seasoned archers to young up-and-comers, every participant

brought enthusiasm and a love for traditional archery that was felt across

the course.
Bill Baker Memorial Shield: Junior Traditional: Men's Compound:
Shane Morris & Zanette Williamson Winner: Jordan Shepherd Winner: Adam Townsend
Men's Traditional: Boy's Cub: Runner-Up: Kevin Hyde
Winner: Shane Morris Winner: Travis Strugnell Woman's Compound:
Runner-Up: Gary Woolrich Girl's Cub: Winner: Clare Beck
Woman's Traditional: Winner: Marley Strugnell Runner-Up: Kylie Akers
Winner: Lucy Heffernan Encouragement Award:

Runner-Up: Zanette Williamson Noah Bartolo

These results highlight not only the skill of the archers but the strength of the
community behind them. A huge thank you goes out to all the dedicated
organisers, tireless volunteers and passionate archers who made the event
unforgettable.

As the final arrows were loosed and the trophies awarded, one thing was certain:
FNQ Bowmen's 2025 Muster wasn'’t just a competition - it was a celebration of
tradition, friendship and the enduring spirit of the bow.

We are already counting down the days to the next one.
Hope to see you there,

Regards
Darryl Strugnell
TAA Representative




« Southwest Bowmen Inc
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Camp Quality is a fantastic organization that provides fun activities, support and respite
for kids and their families impacted by cancer.

For two decades, starting in 2004 (minus 1yr for covid) Southwest Bowmen has been a steadfast
partner of Camp Quality, bringing the thrill of archery to kids and families navigating the challenges
of cancer. Our team of dedicated volunteers has shared their passion for the sport, helping campers
discover their potential and find joy in the process.

With patience and expertise, our qualified instructors have tailored their teaching to meet each
camper's unique needs, fostering a sense of accomplishment and pride. As the campers' skills
Improve, so does their confidence, and the smiles on their faces say it all — they're having the time of
their lives.

Through laughter and excitement, we 've watched friendships form and memories created. Our
volunteers have become like family to the campers, offering support, encouragement. Together, we 've
made a lasting impact, empowering young lives and bringing hope and happiness to those who need it
most.

Southwest Bowmen's commitment to Camp Quality's mission is a testament to the power of
community and compassion. We 're honored to be part of this journey, helping kids and families
aftected by cancer find strength, resilience, and joy in the face of adversity.

Due to privacy no Camp Quality kids can have their faces shown.
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Mossman Nights & Mateship Bright

In Mossman where cane fields sway, and rainforest whispers start the
day.

The archers gather, sharp and keen, with steady hands and focused
scene. Raffle tables, buzzing with cheer, prizes waiting, drawing near.

Novelties crafted for bow and string, targets that twirl and arrows that
sing.

The Reef & Beef brings food galore from ocean depths to outback
shore. Sizzling plates and smoky air, shared with mates who always

care. e At 2

Then comes Stevo, loud and proud,
on his lawn mover, drawing a crowd.
Wheels hum low but spirits fly —

he waves and grins as he rolls by.

As stars appear and the day is
done, we circle round the camp
fire fun.

Stories told and songs arise
underneath the starlit skies.




What first inspired you to try archery?
| watched some videos of it and thought I'd give it a try.

How does archery make you feel when you’re on the range?
It makes me really happy because | can do it with my friends and
family.

What's your favourite target - 3d or vinyl and what animal?
3d Pig

Do you have a role model in

The Archery community?

Uncle Gary (Nutgrass),
Heather (Faint) and
Uncle Keith (Mattson) at our Gin Gin club.

Have you competed in any competitions? My first one was
this years Nationals at Barambah.

How did you go? | won 1st place in Junior Girls Longbow.

What do you enjoy most about archery?

| really love catching up with my friends and family. | really
love when everyone comes out and tries archery and then
we hangout after archery, sit down and have sausage on
bread and talk about everything and anything.

What is the most exciting or memorable moment you have
so far?

When everyone was at the Gin Gin club and we took the
club photo altogether.




The Delegate Archery Club — Garry®s Dream

The late Garry “Ducky” Mallard was a much respected member of the Delegate Community and
his passing left a hole in the Delegate community.

| knew Garry from a long time ago, some 25 years ago when we both lived in Bega. We met
through an interest in the sport of Traditional Archery and together we established the Bega
Valley Traditional Archers (BVTA).

Garry served on the committee of BVTA for many years playing a pivotal role in the development
of the club. Later in recognition he was made a Life Member of BVTA.

Garry moved to Delegate and became a valued member of the community taking on many roles
in the town. He and | kept in touch over the years and he always talked of establishing an
Archery Club in Delegate.

Two weeks before he passed he rang me to “say goodbye” and to task me as his dying wish for
me to assist the community in the establishment on the Delegate Archer Club. He insisted that
the club be affiliated with Traditional Archery Australia as the philosophy of this association
matched the values that Garry held towards sustainable hunting and sporting ethics.

It has taken some months to form a committee, gain a venue, purchase equipment and to submit
the required paperwork with Traditional Archery Australia but now the club is about to begin!

The Delegate Archery Club will be a family friendly and inclusive club catering to those interested
in learning the “way of the traditional bow” and the associated traditional archery crafts of
leatherwork, arrow making and bow tuning. Club members will be able to compete in Traditional
Archery events hosted by other TAA clubs. Non-traditional bows will be acceptable at club level
but if you wish to compete TAA events are restricted to longbows, recurve and Asiatic bows and
wooden arrows.

The Delegate Archery Club held a display at the Delegate Heritage Day with 35 membership
applications distributed. To be a member archers will be required to join Traditional Archery
Australia as the National body provides insurance for the TAA Clubs.

Are you interested? Come along and meet the committee members and find out what traditional
archery is about.

James Marnay

Secretary Delegate Archery Club




Tudly Invitational 2025

Some of us from the Brotherhood of Bowmen were invited to travel north to Tully Bowhunters for
their annual “Invitational Shoot” in September. It was a 16 hour each way road trip for us and by
the time we got there, we had already started the trip with plenty of stories of days gone by and
heaps of laughs.

Arriving in Tully, we were greeted with a strong handshake and warm north Qld G’day. From there
we set up camp, cracked a beverage and set about helping out where we could. For those of you
that have not experienced the Tully club, it's a very casual affair up North, that is serious business.
Footwear is optional, having a beer is expected and being a good person is mandatory. (Hence the
invitational portion of the shoot.) If you play up, are not a good person, or just a clown, then you
don’t get a return invite. Not to mention the person who vouched for you doesn't get a return ticket
either. So fitting in is mandatory if you want a return ticket north of their self appointed border at
Townsville!!

Before the shoot started, we had a minutes silence for those hunters that were watching down
from the great hunting grounds above. Shifting to the practise range here a sapling has been
presented and we start with the cubs, then the juniors, and adults who take a 1 arrow shot to split
the sapling before the shenanigans can commence. It didn't take long with our very own junior
Scout hitting the sapling to take the honours of “Splitting the sapling” for the 2025 TuIIy
Bowhunters Invitational and getting the proceedings underway.
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To cut a long story short, it would be right up there with one of the

| hardest 3d courses I've ever shot, but man did we have a balll There
were 3 concrete pig targets on the range if you wanted to gamble for double points with a score zone of
rubber no bigger than your fist. But it didn't stop there, you were shooting through rainforest, vines, trees,
sticks and leaves! You name it, it was hiding what you wanted to hit, no clear lanes up here! There were many
broken arrows as all of the Brotherhood of Bowmen chose glory over the safe shots, as many people did.
There was plenty of yahooing and laughs heard all around the course, but no more than as each person
smashed an arrow on the gamble.

Scout and Taj thought they were signing up for the lronman e
challenge, but what unfolded looked more like Fear Factor
meets Saturday sport. First came the Dry Weetbix—chewed
with the determination of athletes tackling concrete—followed
by chillies hot enough to bring tears to a dragon’s eyes. Then,
in true endurance fashion, they gargled raw eggs before
sprinting off to their next ordeal. Face-plants into flour left
them looking like budget Halloween ghosts, while the crowd
kept spirits high with relentless heckling worthy of prime-time
commentary. It was chaotic, hilarious, and absolutely not for
the faint-hearted—an unforgettable spectacle of grit and

giggles.

This Father’s Day was truly special — | was able to shoot with my son, and that experience was the greatest gift of all. As the dust settled
after a packed weekend, our Brotherhood of Bowmen did well, with many of us proudly taking home their unique Tully trophies.

The entire week was amazing, and | felt so grateful for the chance to share it with Taj, our Bowmen Brotherhood, and the incredible new
friends we made along the way. Tully Bowhunters is more than a club, it's a family, a way of life and reflects the true spirit of Traditional
archery in Australia.

Nutgrass - Gary Harris




ARCHERY

Australia

‘ r ”T raditiog 1al Archery ﬂﬂst%a
' !

ou[c[ ta ”lS ryone ery

merry C % ﬁappy New ™

Christmas Day is for faml[y, fmen ndunity. It
doesn’t matter how you spend the o[o{y or where you
spend.it—what truly matters is shaying it with the

people whomean the most to you. In oty
multicultural soctety, the diversity of traditions
and cultures enrichesthe season, reminding us that
there are many ways to celebrate. Regardless of
how you mark the holiday, may it be filled with
laughter, warmth, and friendship.




If you've got this far and you’re reading this, THANK YOU! We hope you’ve enjoyed it. Also, a big
thank you to the Contributors and Proof Readers.

All dates correct at time of publication, photographs reproduced with permission of copyright owner.

Disclaimer: The stories and articles published in this newsletter are the opinions and views of the
respective authors. Traditional Archery Australia Inc. does not endorse or take responsibility for the
content, accuracy, or viewpoints expressed in these contributions.

The purpose of this newsletter is
to provide a platform for
members to share their thoughts
and ideas.

Thank you for your understanding
and for being a part of our
community.

Pelican Publishing




